Chinese Ambassador Scholarship Award Ceremony & 2018 End of Year Celebration of Confucius Institute at UCC

The Confucius Institute of the University of Cape Coast has held their annual teaching  assessment celebration and the Chinese Ambassador’s scholarship awards ceremony at the West End international school at the Ga South Municipality in Accra. The event which aimed at showcasing the teaching activities undertaken at the various teaching and training centers, as well as encourage students to continually work assiduously with respect to learning Chinese language and culture. In attendance was the Chinese ambassador to Ghana, HIs Excellency Wang Shiyan,the China and Ghana directors of the Confucius Institute of University of Cape Coast, the director of Ga municipal educational district Mrs. Felicia Okai, the director of Ga municipal educational district private schools, the director of West End international school Mr.Joe Agyekum, the solicitor of West End international school, the rector of West End University College, Professor Ben Oduro.
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The director of West End gave the opening speech in which he welcomed the ambassador to Ghana and to their school. He acknowledged their desire to acquire more knowledge for the school through collaborating with other bodies such as the Confucius Institute in order to meet international standards. Making reference to Ghana's first president, Dr Kwame Nkrumah's dream of having a globalized Ghana as well as making Ghana the gateway to Africa, he expressed the need for the study and incorporation of Chinese Language learning into the school's curricula. He further expressed his gratitude for the relationship and cooperation between West End international school and the Confucius Institute and hopes that Chinese Language being incorporated into the school's curricula would help the students get involved in world globalization and gain more opportunities in the near future. He applauded China for their support towards making the dream of learning Chinese possible,  and hopes that extending the cooperation between the school and the institute would yield the best results in the near future.  Finally, he expressed his heartfelt gratitude to all the stakeholders of the Chinese Language course in the school.
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The Ghana director of the Institute, Professor. Ishmael Mensah on behalf of the staff and the Institute expressed his gratitude to West End international school for accepting to hold this year's event and also to special guest for honoring the invitation. He thanked the ambassador for his magnanimous scholarship given to students this year and hopes it encourages students to press on and work hard in the coming years. He noted that the aim and vision of CI is to promote the learning of Chinese language across borders, and in pursuit of this aim the institute has establish a number of training centers and introduced various Chinese language and cultural courses. With support from Hanban, CIUCC has established 14 of training centers including West End international school. He said that their hope is to encourage Chinese learning among zealous youth, so as to create more employment opportunities for the youth, as well as grant  scholarships to students for further studies.He urged students to take Chinese language serious and teachers to continue the working hard and being dedicated to their work. He further stated that, though the institute is young and faces more challenges it is poised to strengthen the friendship and cooperation between Ghana and China which dates far as 1950. He concluded by thanking West End for hosting the events and hope that the partnership between the Institute and the school will grow stronger. He also congratulated the recipients and expressed his hope that they continue to work hard in the coming years.
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Performance from West End international school (Chinese song and dance)

The Chinese ambassador to Ghana, his excellency Wang Shiyan, expressed his gratitude for being invited to this program and to be able to support the promotion of Chinese language and culture in Ghana.He stated that over the past 8 years there has been a tremendous increase in China-Ghana cooperation, and following the president of Ghana's recent visit to china, the cooperation would be strengthened in the near future. He noted that through the joint efforts and collaboration between China and Ghana currently there are more than 3400 students studying Chinese language at the University of Cape Coast, he acknowledged that though learning Chinese is difficult because it includes culture and history and China having a long profound history, it is worthy of note that despite the challenges involved in the learning process, Chinese language opens door of opportunities to student during and after the process of acquiring the language. He noted that China in current times is becoming a world economic hub with the second largest GDP in the world. He associated this success to China’s large investment in the education sector. He then urged students to know more about china and take the study of Chinese serious, because Chinese is the golden key to unlocking the future. He advised students to use the study of Chinese to explore more opportunities in the Future. He stated that learning Chinese opens business opportunities, study opportunities to who are dedicated. Finally, he noted that its His wish that all the students study hard and become dedicated to the study of Chinese Language.
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Ambassador Wang Shiyan giving His speech
The ambassador presented a total of 6000 USD scholarship cash prize awards to deserving students from the university of Cape Coast, university of Cape Coast primary school, West End international school, Mphantipim senior high school, Penuel international school, Cape Coast Technical university, Ghana immigration Takoradi office, Perez University,  
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Group picture with the Ambassador and scholarship recipients. 
 The recipient of the first prize award, Master Adu Poku in his acceptance speech on behalf of the other recipients expressed gratitude to the ambassador for the awards given as well as the Confucius Institute at the University of Cape Coast for the assiduous work they are doing in promoting the learning of Chinese language and culture. He shared his Chinese learning experience in both English and Chinese language. 
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Taichi performance by teachers of Confucius Institute

Also in attendance was the Ga south education director, Mrs. Felicia Okai expressed gratitude for the invitation and expressed pride in the fact that the school is learning Chinese, as well as Ghanaian students learning Chinese. She emphasized on the need to learn Chinese especially in an era where China is becoming a big global village. She stated that “it would be proper to learn Chinese, and I pray that the Confucius Institute spreads their wings to other schools in the Ga south municipality. So more schools will learn Chinese”.  She hopes that with this opportunity  schools would be encouraged to reach global standards.  She added that by the year 2020 and beyond, more Ghanaians would learn Chinese and a stronger relationship between China and Ghana would be built. 
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Performance by sstudents of Peneul international school
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Group picture after the event
The programme saw performances from students of the various training centers and the teachers of the Confucius Institute at the University of Cape Coast.

The closing remarks was given by the China director of the Confucius Institute, Professor Hu Liangcai. He summed up the achievements of the CIUCC over the past two years and expressed gratitude to all partner schools. He stated that it is the hope and aim of the institute to expand and promote the learning of Chinese language within Cape Coast and its environs as well as the entire country. He expressed hope for a stronger and better cooperation between China and Ghana.
